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WATER CORPORATION — CAPITAL WORKS BUDGET 

401. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Water: 
I refer to yesterday’s announcement by the Rudd government of the historic and visionary investment in Western 
Australian infrastructure that will change the face of our city by funding the Northbridge Link rail-sinking 
project and complete state Labor’s health reform agenda by building a new hospital at Midland and a new port at 
Oakajee. 

(1) How does the minister justify the 14 per cent, or half-a-billion-dollar cut, to the Water Corporation’s 
capital works program contained in this year’s budget? 

(2) How does the minister justify slashing the infill sewerage program, the dam wall and infrastructure 
maintenance and the Collie desalination diversion scheme—is the minister getting his instructions, or 
does he want to listen to the question? 

(3) Can the minister guarantee that this dramatic reduction in capital works expenditure—14 per cent, or 
half a billion dollars—will not jeopardise the state’s water security, our precious environment, worker 
safety or the jobs of ordinary Australians? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS replied: 
(1)-(3) I am quite surprised that the Leader of the Opposition would address this question to me when he 

knows that I will neither validate nor verify anything that is in the budget. The Treasurer has often 
reminded the Leader of the Opposition of this countdown, and I will now remind him again—one more 
sleep. 

Mr M. McGowan: You’re a comic genius! 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: It is not a comic strip. We are trying to do this seriously and responsibly for the people of 
Western Australia. This government will be responsible in its management of water, it will be responsible to the 
people of Western Australia and it will deliver a responsible budget. I ask the Leader of the Opposition to 
address those questions to me after the release of the budget, and not before. 
 


